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A green and culturally vibrant "ltabashi," fostering the future.
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"A model to entrust the future"
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Towards the future.




Designing

a “city that creates
and delivers new
attractions,”
giving birth to

new value.

NG UNFNIR [SETRERSE | SEPFRIESEANTH

H5THELDIDICED
EEAGMUDXBODER,

Actualizing a system of resident-oriented governance

through a spirit of hospitality.
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Mayor of Itabashi City
Takeshi Sakamoto
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In April 2016, Itabashi City introduced a new
vision.

Over the past ten years, Itabashi City has
implemented various policies to attract residents
and cultivate feelings of affection for the city —all
policies intended to make Itabashi “Tokyo’s most
popular city to live in.” Achievements that have
garnered praise in and outside the city include
ranking nol in a nationwide survey on nursing care
and response measures for aging populations,
winning the Japan Association for Planning and
Public Management (JAPA) Planning Award for
the Takashimadaira Grand Design initiative,
hosting the International Conference on
Optics-Photonics Design and Fabrication (ODF),
and building Itabashi City’s brand as a center for
optics and photonics.

In order to continue building Itabashi City’s
brand, the city will promote methodical,
comprehensive governmental policy as laid out in
its latest mid- to long-term policy framework plan,
Itabashi City General Plan 2025, as well as in this
plan’s short-term action programs. In order to
establish a system for sustained development of
municipal governance, the city is implementing
policy and intersectional initiatives, as well as
acquiring focused investment from business
resources to advance forward a steady and bold
system of municipal governance.

In the first year since the introduction of
Itabashi City’s new vision, the city has begun
developing a succession of initiatives that align
with the city’s “Strategy for the creation of the
future.” This strategy for the future is supported
by three pillar concepts: “Encouraging residency
among the youth,” “City development that
promotes health and long life,” and a “City for the
future.” Some of the initiatives being developed
as part of this strategy include a “pregnancy and
childbirth navigation” project for non-stop
childbirth and parental care support, a children’s
center that supports parental care activities, and
maintenance of daycare facilities. Others include
maintenance of the city’s no. 1 rank in Tokyo for
industrial achievement and development and the
city’s support for a venture company cofounded
by Nobel Prize winner Shuji Nakamura.

In moving towards Itabashi City’s model for
the future, “A green and culturally vibrant
"Itabashi," fostering the future,” as laid out in
the city’s new vision, Itabashi City is designing
a city that creates and delivers new attractions,
building upon the culture, history, and
expertise of its predecessors and working
together with residents to create an “intimate,
safe city to live in” and a “city where younger
generations want to live and continue living.”
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Spirit and expertise passed down
from the past to the future.
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Itabashi City's birthplace
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The revival of the Shimura mino fast-maturing radish,
a traditional vegetable Edo-Tokyo vegetable
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Itabashi, meaning “plank bridge” in Japanese,
derives its name from the bridge across the
Shakujii River, and was a lodging area on the
Nakasendo, a route that connected Edo
(modern-day Tokyo) to Kyoto in the Edo period.
Rich with nature and history, the thousand cherry
blossom trees that line the Shakujii River retain
traces of the Itabashi lodging area. Itabashi City is
further enriched by its culture, as well as the
wisdom and expertise of its residents, which has
been cultivated over centuries. Passed down
through generations, this wisdom, expertise, and
culture continues to thrive in the lives of Itabashi
residents. One example is the Ta-asobi (rice field
play), a centuries-old tradition that continues to
this day. Held every February at the Tokumaru
Kitano Shrine and the Akatsuka Suwa Shrine, this
tradition is a designated Important Intangible Folk
Cultural Property of Japan. The Shimura mino
fast-maturing radish, a traditional Edo-Tokyo
vegetable and specialty of Shimizu Village —a
village in the north of the Nakasendo Itabashi
lodging area — which ceased growing in that
locality, has been revived by present-day
residents. Whether it be in agriculture or trade,
Itabashi has nurtured a wide range of innovations
and creations. As we pass down our expertise and
aspirations to others, we sow seeds for the future.
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The folk tradition Ta-asobi
(rice field play)
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An optics hub chosen by researchers across the world.

Full spectrum
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Shuji Nakamura

recipient of the 2014 Nobel Prize
for Physics
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In January 2016, Soraa, an LED venture
company based in California and co-founded
by Shuji Nakamura — inventor of the blue LED
and recipient of the Nobel Prize for Physics —
moved its base of operations to Itabashi.
Nakamura participates in lectures and
gatherings at numerous enterprises committed
to stimulating industrial development. Soraa’s
flagship product is a lamp that utilizes purple
LED, an LED that when compared to blue LED
produces natural light that is easy on the
human eye. In the near future, it is possible that
Soraa will collaborate with enterprises based in
Itabashi to help create a new standard for light
equipment.
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International Conference on Optics-Photonics
Design and Fabrication (ODF)
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Itabashi’s attention to the enormous potential of

optical lattice clocks.
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BEMFREERBE
Hidetoshi Katori giving a keynote speech
at the 2nd Itabashi Opto Forum (IOF)

Hidetoshi Katori, a resident of Itabashi City and a
researcher at the Institute of Physical and
Chemical Research (RIKEN), proposed the world’s
first optical lattice clock capable of precisely
measuring time up to eighteen digits; he is
currently conducting research on the
possibilities of such an invention. “An optical
lattice clock reads time-space warped by Earth’s
gravity as differences in the flow of time. As a
result, clocks, which until now have been used as
tools to share time, will become capable of new,
once unthinkable capabilities. As these devices
become compact, possibilities will open up to
use them in a variety of fields, such as to forecast
seismic activity, volcanic activity, and more. In
Itabashi City, there are specialist enterprises, and
it would be great if there is an opportunity to
develop this technology together with them.”

BENFHRE. BIAREICT

Hidetoshi Katori at the Institute of Physical and
Chemical Research (RIKEN)
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People, nature, and surroundings: Citywide, high quality parental care.
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A library room for self-motivated study

that students can use at any time.
(Akatsuka 2nd Junior High School)

Human resource development is the
foundation of a city. People are brought up by
their surroundings, nature, and the people
around them. This is why Itabashi City is
devoted to establishing an educational
environment with places where children can
grow. In recent years, Itabashi City has worked
to establish an educational environment that is
close to nature. Children at elementary schools
and junior high schools learn about the wood
used to create their school furnishings, such as
Nikko Cedar from Nikko in Tochigi Prefecture,
and are raised alongside the “green curtain” of
sponge gourds, goya, and vines growing
outside their classroom windows. Itabashi City

has its very own Baby Station equipped with
diaper changing stations, nursing rooms, and a
picture book corner where parents and
children can spend time together. In addition,
there is Ai Kids, an extracurricular program in
all 52 elementary schools and another example
of Itabashi City’s unique parental care facilities.
Itis the children born and raised here that will
support Itabashi City in the future. In this way,
the education and fostering of people is
inextricably linked to the city’s prosperity.
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Left image: Baby Station (AEON STYLE Maeno)
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Middle image: Green curtain (Itabashi City Hall)
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Right image: Itabashidaiichi Elementary School
Ai Kids
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A green and culturally vibrant "lItabashi,"

fostering the future.
Itabashi City General Vision

A model for the future Itabashi City Assembly decision on October 13, 2015

Toritsu Akatsuka Park
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@ "Acity to foster the future” is an expression for
a city that supports children — the inheritors of
the future — with warmth, and enables them to
grow, as well as a city that uses regional resources
to create new value, all while promoting
harmony and coexistence between industry
and the living environment; it is a city where
residents can lead fulfilling lives as they cross
over into the future.
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@ 'Green City” is an expression that
encompasses the Akatsuka Forest, which
retains traces of the Musashino Plateau, the
vast river terrace of the Arakawa River, the
beautiful cherry blossom trees that line the
Shakujii River, and the Shingashi River where
residential homes and factories coexist in an
area rich with land and water; it is a safe living
environment blessed with nature and harmony.
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@ “A Shining City” is an expression that
encompasses the city’ s natural surroundings,
which are hosts to lively cultural and sports
activities; it is an expression for an environment
where children can grow and thrive, and where
women, the youth, and the elderly can lead
active, vivid lives. “Our City Made by Us” is an
expression, inspired by “Optics Itabashi,” for a
regional community where industry thrives.
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@ Itabashi City is a city that can bring its model
for the future into reality, and is an affluent city
that enables residents to lead fulfilling lives.
“Easy-to-live City” and “A City Where People
Want to Continue Living” expresses the
affection residents feel for their city.
Furthermore, not only a city that people want
to live in, Itabashi City is a “City that People
Want to Visit” and “A Chosen City” — a city
residents are proud of. Itabashi City intends to
be a city that anyone can love and be proud of.

EETIFPELEAR

Arakawa river terrace Takashimadaira Keyaki Park
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“A City of Culture” is an expression that
encompasses the culture, arts, and sports close
to residents’ hearts, as well as the spirit of
proactive residents dedicated to creating new
regional culture.

The colors and hues of the city,

Spring, summer, fall, winter. announcing the coming and going of the seasons.
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Toritsu Akatsuka Park
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Dei no Izumi Park Arakawa river terrace Arakawa river terrace
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Toritsu Akatsuka Park
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Arakawa river terrace Arakawa river terrace
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Toritsu Akatsuka Park
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Festivals for us to gather and come together are
opportunities to become familiar with and love
the city we live in. Approximately 450 thousand
people participate in the yearly Residents
Festival, a large event held every autumn in
Itabashi City over a span of two days — a festival
that exudes Itabashi City’s energy. Not only are
there mikoshi (portable shrines carried in
festivals), but also over 180 food stands, the
famous Awa Odori (a traditional dance), and
lively parades led by junior high school brass
bands. Another regular event is the Agricultural
Festival, an event that celebrates the autumn
harvest and a festival made possible thanks to
the many farmers that reside in Itabashi City. It is
an opportunity to have fun and deepen interest
in agriculture and food, with booths that people
can buy fresh vegetables from and events for
children to experience what a harvest is like.
Itabashi City festivals are special days when
residents can leave their worries behind and
grow closer to their city.
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Gather in the city, play with the city, love the city.
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Vegetable treasure boat (Agricultural Festival)
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Bringing the community
together with sports and
growing the community

with excitement.
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Itabashi City Soccer Classroom hosted
by Tokyo Verdy
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Itabashi City Marathon
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Swim clinic by Olympian athlete
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Wrestling experience classrooms
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A freestyle performance by Kotaré Tokuda

One strategy of Itabashi City’s Itabashi City
General Plan 2025 — a plan designed to make
Itabashi City “Tokyo’s most popular city to live
in” — is to “form partnerships with top athletes
in professional and university sports and use
sports to generate affection and excitement for
one’s community.” Through sports, people can
develop an interest in their community and
grow to love and be proud of their community,
connecting people with their city. It is this
attitude that led to the formation of the
Itabashi City Hometown and Professional
Sports Team Agreement with professional
basketball team Tokyo Excellence in 2013,
making Tokyo Excellence one of the teams that
calls Itabashi City their hometown. In 2015, in
partnership with professional football teams
Tokyo Verdy and NTV Beleza, Itabashi City
organized events for children to interact with
top athletes, as well as “sports classrooms” —
events intended to promote activities that
help foster growth among the youth so that
they can lead future generations. Also, in
cooperation with universities, Itabashi City
Sports Ambassadors, athletes with connections
to Itabashi City, such as Kosuke Hagino, are
entrusted with using sports to infuse energy
into the city.

RRIVEL Y AOFHEE

Tokyo Excellence’s opening game
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Different cultures bringing Itabashi closer

to the rest of the world.
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Itabashi City is just one part of Tokyo, but it
is also “one city” on our planet. Itabashi City
is shortening its distance to the rest of the
world by transcending national borders and
forming connections with cities across the
world. For example, Itabashi City signed a
“Twinning Agreement” with Burlington,
Canada in order to deepen friendships among
residents and establish a foundation for world
peace. Also, the Itabashi Art Museum hosted a
“Bologna lllustrators Exhibition” that led to
exchange with the Italian city of Bologna and
culminated in the formation of a “City
Friendship Agreement” between the two
cities. A “Culture and Education Exchange
Agreement” with Mongolia was formed after
Itabashi City learned about a paper shortage
that was affecting the region and sent recycled
notebook paper made from leftover paper
from an Itabashi City printing factory to
Mongolia. In addition, a “Friendship and
Cooperation Agreement” was signed with Shi
jing shan, Beijing in which residents from both
cities host calligraphy, painting, and
photography exhibitions. Itabashi City also
participates in a greenery exchange program
with the Penang Plant Nursery in Malaysia — just
one more example of Itabashi City's ties with
other cultures and cities around the world.
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Itabashi Art Museum
“Bologna lllustrators Exhibition”

Burlington
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A giant clock sent from

Burlington City as a gift to
Itabashi City

Mongolia
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A concert by the Mongolian

National Morin Khuur Ensemble
in Itabashi Culture Hall

Penang
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20 years of exchange between
the Penang Botanic Gardens and
the Itabashi Tropical
Environment Botanical Garden

Shi jing shan
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Cultural exchange event with
the Shi jing shan District of Beijing
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Combining strengths with partnerships between
universities and the community.
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A joint disaster prevention drill session with Teikyo University students Tokyo Kasei University students reading picture books out loud

at the Mori Salon
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formed in 2015 — “Encouragit

hg the youth,” “City develop

/

promotes health and long life,” and-a “City for

the future” — Itabashi City places great
empbhasis on “The formation of partnerships
with universities and research institutions,” and
is forming collaborative partnerships between
regional and administrative bodies and
universities to make Itabashi “Tokyo’s most
popular city to live in.”
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To become a city where people want to live
and continue living in.

FAENLXEICEAITS (IREBEEX AIP EF /L)

Continued residency in an intimate city (Itabashi City AIP Model Community)
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UDCTak
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The Takashimadaira apartment complex was a
forerunner of large-scale metropolitan
apartment complexes. From the time of its
construction, young residents have moved into
what had been a new residential area adored
by many, and over time the residents and
buildings have grown older. Forty-five years
since its construction, Itabashi City — a city
until now regarded highly by its residents — is
introducing Takashimadaira Grand Design, a
new vision for urban development intended to
attract new, youthful residents. Based on the
notion of “creating together” and being able to
relate to a wide range of people, Itabashi City is
placing residents in charge and has created
the Urban Design Center Takashimadaira
(UDCTalk) — a collaborative organization
between public, academic, and private groups.
Itabashi City is conducting various surveys,
research projects, and social initiatives to
make this grand design a reality. The first
step is redesigning Takashimadaira Ryokuchi
Park, which connects Nishidai station and
Nishi-Takashimadaira station, and Keyaki
Pathway, which connects Tokumaru-gahara to
Akatsuka Park, into a promenade. This will to
revitalize Takashimadaira for the sake of the
future is beginning to germinate and bear fruit.

BN TOA—T ATz

Open cafe surrounded by greenery
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